
The Warfare Masterclass will be the first of its kind. 
It will be an authoritative programme of seminars 
designed to expand and broaden participants’ 
knowledge and understanding of the conduct of 
war on land.

The Masterclass will consist of twelve linked seminars, 
each analysing a key aspect of contemporary 
warfare. The syllabus will cover regular and irregular 
warfare, and develop an in-depth understanding of 
the conduct of war on land across the spectrum of 
conflict. Participant numbers will be strictly limited 
to ensure a participatory, interactive event; with the 
emphasis on participants’ contributions.
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The Masterclass seeks to explore the real dynamics 
of warfare; to get behind simplistic popular 
understandings and gain deep insight into the 
realities of how policy, violence, human behaviour and 
technology meet to produce battlefield, campaign, 
and national-level outcomes.

University syllabuses in War Studies focus on military 
history and international relations; academics 
privately acknowledge that they rarely consider 
warfare (the conduct of war) as an explicit subject. 
Defence and security journals show much the same 
pattern. Armed forces’ staff colleges focus on teaching 
current doctrine, using military history to underpin 
those studies. The Warfare Masterclass focusses on 
the actual conduct, and dynamics, of war. It aims to 
get beyond, beneath and behind a 
superficial understanding of warfare.

You should attend the Masterclass 
if you work in the fields of conflict, 
defence or war studies. You might be a 
journalist, or work in defence industry, 
film or TV; or perhaps be an author. 
You may work in publishing, an NGO, 
or be a serving commissioned officer. 
The masterclass will be conducted at 
postgraduate level, so participants 
should have at least a first degree or 
twelve year’s relevant experience. But, 
most importantly: if you really want to 
broaden, deepen and improve your understanding 
of contemporary warfare, and are prepared to 
contribute to the process, you should attend the 
Warfare Masterclass.

The Masterclass will take place at St John’s College, 
one of the oldest and largest colleges in Cambridge 
University. St John’s was founded in 1511 and its 
buildings were substantially completed in their present 
form by 1863. See http://www.joh.cam.ac.uk/

Seminars will be held in the newly-refurbished Divinity 
School, a marvel of Victorian architecture with modern 
state-of-the-art audio-visual facilities. See http://
www.joh.cam.ac.uk/newly-restored-divinity-school-
unveiled

Schedule & Location

The Masterclass will take place 
from 6pm on Friday, 26 July 
until 6pm on Sunday, 28 July. 
Accommodation is available 
in St John’s College and at a 
wide range of venues in and 
around Cambridge (see link 
http://www.visitcambridge.
org/accommodation ).

The Masterclass cost of £275 
includes dinner in College on 
both evenings, lunch, coffee 

and afternoon tea. Single en-suite accommodation 
in College costs £70 per night, including breakfast. 
Parking is available on College grounds for £6.60 per 
day.

Cambridge is easily accessible by car and train. It can 
be reached by train from all London airports, and from 
London Stansted by bus as well (45 minutes).

The organisers reserve the right to exclude applicants 
from the Masterclass, and to cancel the event if 
necessary.

Please direct any enquiries to Dr Jim Storr at editor@
tjomo.com.

Useful Resources

St John’s College 
http://www.joh.cam.ac.uk/

Divinity School 
http://www.joh.cam.ac.uk/newly-restored-divinity-
school-unveiled 

Infinity Journal 
https://www.infinityjournal.com/ 

Accomodation at Cambridge 
http://www.visitcambridge.org/accommodation

Warfare Masterclass St John’s College, Cambridge, 26-28 July 2013

Jim Storr is the editor of Military 
Operations (see www.tjomo.
com) He served in the British 
army for 25 years and is now a 
defence analyst and writer. He 
has taught, lectured or chaired 
conferences at the US National 
Defence and Marine Corps 
Universities, five national staff 
colleges and in nine other countries.

William Owen is a defence 
writer and consultant. He has 
previously served in both regular 
and reserve units of the British 
Army and is the editor of Infinity 
Journal (see www.infinityjournal.
com/ ).

The Masterclass will be conducted by the editors of Military Operations and Infinity Journal:

To apply for the Masterclass please complete the application form. Your participation will be 
confirmed within three weeks of application. All fees should be paid in full by Friday, 28 June.

Application Form available from:  https://www.tjomo.com/masterclass_application_form.pdf
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